
  
 

  

County Process & FAQ's for Food & 
Beverage Establishments in Need of 
Temporary Permit to Add or Expand 

Outdoor Seating  

 

Businesses located in one of Loudoun's Incorporated Towns must 
seek approval from their respective Town - Not the County.  

 

Sent: May 28, 2020 
 

Apply for New or Expanded Temporary Outdoor Seating Permit 

  

 

Good afternoon Businesses, 

 

Under Phase One, restaurants, food courts, breweries, 
microbreweries, distilleries, cideries and wineries have the option to 
operate with outdoor seating IF they have a permit for the sale of 
alcohol from BOTH the:  

 

 Virginia Department of Health; and the,  
 Virginia ABC 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYEJTJxFGiNWnndIUWeZT9ZB0YgVE6tUt3J2mEHY33eIK2RtEXD1-2DtDqvkGte9v-2Doliv2F8LzLO8hz5SGcdQ8HaK6SelrsWrJs-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=-nRavVvtaQim87BBZo-SslJVWFnWeFSuz_GfvZ4M_Z4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYxeqyp5C6E9RDAdHe4-2Dgubdr5peHbMbv-5F-2DwSCGvOrSUfLh1i-2DqfE60vno-5Fk-2DZlT3w92FRkwfvGVGMltGxDr-5F9ZDE63dPHYdEuZDBM4nDtIQ5G-5FUMtZq9j60Ey0pDQy7VDAmS7jPZGj3Q-3D-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=WNKyRqpH2YDLqJlAOJOkymS7bFR4uZieK75oxeLuKqA&e=


To obtain approval from the Virginia ABC, establishments 
wishing to add or expand outdoor seating, must show that 
Loudoun County has approved the seating area. 

 

To obtain written approval from Loudoun County for adding 
or expanding outdoor seating, establishments must submit 
an application for a Temporary Outdoor Seating Permit and 
include a sketch of the area to be used.  

 

See below for FAQ's and the County's press release which includes a 
link for additional details.  
 

Businesses with additional questions about the application process 
should contact Evan Harlow at 703-777-0395 or by email.  
 

Businesses needing help determining the approved occupancy of their 
establishment should contact Chris Thompson at 703-771-5527 or by 
email.  

 

 

 

  

FAQ's 

 

What if my business does not sell alcohol? A temporary outdoor 
seating permit is required, whether or not alcohol is sold and 
consumed. The County staff will review the temporary outdoor 
seating application to verify:  

  

 The amount of seats being provided and that this amount does 
not exceed 50% of the approved indoor occupancy load 

 That the outdoor seating areas are not be located within any 
vehicular travel lanes, fire lanes, handicapped accessible area, or 
required access to and from the building and that the seating 
shall does not block pedestrian walkways or be located in an 
area that will block the use of parking spaces required for the 
establishment. 

 That if tents or other temporary structures are provided, that any 
necessary permit approvals are achieved 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYSl8VUoaJYJXN7jm0ZmrSbpJMlseZwEKy4-2D7ONk6UhEYOVR4iConzgfBSJu7EUdG7GOJ-5Fl8-5FlDoSJVOSe6s8rgwDfEhjx6HMeCsxpRhh3iSv-2DzkSYme0tGlqzVVPobHkIJ8J823a0k2c-3D-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=ArF4kMFfaotBzUXX2EGQg5jTAeBPANvUC5v4TmXdJvY&e=
mailto:evan.harlow@loudoun.gov
mailto:chris.thompson@loudoun.gov


 Adequate parking exists if outdoor seating areas are placed in 
the parking lot 

 That the lighting and noise zoning ordinance requirements are 
met. 

  

My business already has a permit for outdoor seating. Do I 
still need to do this? The temporary outdoor seating application 
submission is not required for any existing outdoor seating that has 
been previously approved by the County. The Temporary Outdoor 
Seating application submission is for those establishments 
that do not already have an outdoor seating permit, or those 
that currently have an outdoor seating permit and wish to 
temporarily expand previously approved outdoor seating 
areas.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

For Immediate Release:       
 

As the region prepares for easing restrictions put in place in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Loudoun County is outlining the process 
for temporary approval for restaurants and other food and beverage 
establishments that want to add or expand their outdoor seating. 
 

Under Phase One of the Forward Virginia reopening plan, 
restaurants, food courts, breweries, microbreweries, distilleries, 
cideries and wineries have the option to operate with outdoor seating 
if they have a permit from the Virginia Department of Health and 
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority (Virginia ABC) for the 
sale of alcohol.  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYxeqyp5C6E9RDAdHe4-2Dgubdr5peHbMbv-5F-2DwSCGvOrSUfLh1i-2DqfE60vno-5Fk-2DZlT3w92FRkwfvGVGMltGxDr-5F9ZDE63dPHYdEuZDBM4nDtIQ5G-5FUMtZq9j60Ey0pDQy7VDAmS7jPZGj3Q-3D-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=WNKyRqpH2YDLqJlAOJOkymS7bFR4uZieK75oxeLuKqA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYUgDWAzEEDV8dEvY8QO9BEjGUS9UxCNFJkVXzRGgQSeDOYn6KE17-5Fvrm0OblhozKcYjP-5FoixXl4RL9BBRN-2DO7PaBPPPbU-5FcFEXF8VnrkaR-5FJiGPdxbJ2yShbkXEnzKYvOyw7ZCrVXa9V0utMfe8A85g7l3GZtaBg-5FDPXo4-5FPpYZoXEE9lUDq1Kr-5F-2DTSMW76pF-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=oKGGILctaGim4s_XhN-HEA3IumaYKuth07XxnNLsHEM&e=


To obtain approval for added or expanded outdoor seating from the 
Virginia ABC, the establishments must show that Loudoun County has 
approved the seating area. To obtain written approval from 
Loudoun County for adding or expanding outdoor seating, 
establishments must submit an application for a Temporary 
Outdoor Seating Permit and include a sketch of the area to be 
used. There is no fee for this application. Issued approvals will be 
effective once Loudoun County enters the first phase of the reopening 
plan, which is scheduled to occur Friday, May 29, 2020.  
 

The temporary permits will expire on the expiration of restrictions on 
indoor occupancy in the Governor’s Executive Orders or the Board of 
Supervisors rescinding the county’s Declaration of Emergency due to 
COVID-19, whichever comes first. 
 

The occupancy of the outdoor seating area may not exceed 50% of 
the lowest occupancy load on the certificate of occupancy previously 
approved for indoor seating. In addition, the outdoor seating must: 

 

 Be on the same parcel as the establishment that it serves. 
 Not be located within any vehicular travel lanes, fire lanes, 

handicapped accessible area, or required access to and from the 
building.  

 Not block pedestrian walkways or be located in an area that will 
block the use of parking spaces required for the establishment. 

Establishments in Loudoun’s incorporated towns should seek 
approval from the town.  
 

If tents or other temporary structures are used, they may require a 
permit from the Loudoun County Fire Marshal’s Office, depending on 
their size.  
 

More information, including application requirements and a link to the 
Temporary Outdoor Seating Permit application, is online at 
loudoun.gov/outdoorseating.  
 

Loudoun County encourages residents to stay informed about COVID-
19. 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYHHdiy2Z5bGQ7ipOdSKEBTeYSQhnNTal98T2bZQwhYt9ckEgm-5F1Qnb3z6AeKEBZUnogjPYfB4mt0I-5Ft6m9CUQdQ-3D-3D-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=Oiar3fv45tJ5u-MXU-EKU_vvf9fhFUARPGm3lyA5cqA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjshiUqI4irYEJTJxFGiNWnndIUWeZT9ZB0YgVE6tUt3J2mEHY33eIK2RtEXD1-2DtDqvkGte9v-2Doliv2F8LzLO8hz5SGcdQ8HaK6SelrsWrJs-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=-nRavVvtaQim87BBZo-SslJVWFnWeFSuz_GfvZ4M_Z4&e=


 Visit loudoun.gov/coronavirus for more information about 
how to protect yourself and your family and to sign up for email 
and text updates on COVID-19.   

 Text LCCOVID19 to 888777 to receive text alerts from Loudoun 
County about COVID-19.  

 Text LCCOVIDESP to 888777 to receive text messages in Spanish 
from Loudoun County about COVID-19.  

 

Residents with questions about COVID-19 may call the Loudoun 
County Health Department’s information line, 703-737-8300, or send 
an email to health@loudoun.gov.  
 

# # #   
 

 

 

  

Coronavirus - We're in it together, we'll get through it 
together - Tony 

 

Be safe! 
 

 
 
 
 

Tony Buffington 

Blue Ridge District Supervisor 

tony.buffington@loudoun.gov 

    

Rachael Holmes 

Chief of Staff 

rachael.e.holmes@loudoun.gov 

   

Robin Bartok 

Legislative Aide 

robin.w.bartok@loudoun.gov  

 

Katie Patru 

Legislative Aide 

katie.patru@loudoun.gov 

   

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZInEGmNVJ5J4QtOndXVqi4QH0n7pt3UtdRi8Kp3NnbCSSaLQZD4TvXbhe9IXY2v-2DpeA1XmNfOGqwSonmqmhfbOKFH8NIlUi2dwhr56wuTpx-5Fc-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=ZZ_oY5qcCmsr9tRJEBkub-ipUG2BTQqNBH6rY84TR9U&e=
mailto:health@loudoun.gov
mailto:tony.buffington@loudoun.gov
mailto:rachael.e.holmes@loudoun.gov
mailto:robin.w.bartok@loudoun.gov
mailto:katie.patru@loudoun.gov


Click here to Like us on Facebook!  
 

  

  

  

 

  

  

Disclaimer: Supervisor Buffington and his staff make every effort to share accurate, timely, relevant and helpful information; 
however, he nor his staff are liable for inaccuracies, errors, omissions, misrepresentations or otherwise unhelpful or harmful 
information. The sharing of third party non-County affiliated information is not an endorsement of such information and he 
nor his staff are liable for inaccuracies, errors, omissions, misrepresentations, or otherwise unhelpful or harmful information 
from the sharing of such third party non-County affiliated information. Use of the information shared by Supervisor Buffington 
and his staff is at sole discretion of the user(s), and user(s) accepts all liability and responsibility for his/her/their actions 
regarding use of the information shared.  

   

 

  

Blue Ridge District | 1 Harrison Street, S.E. 5th Floor, PO Box 70000, Leesburg, VA 20177-
7000  

About Constant Contact  

Sent by tony.buffington@loudoun.gov in collaboration with  
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIjVZu7QNVFLzo23T-5F8OSxapVh-5FR1lfhj8hJmKH-2D5439STgJFbLY958v3R0kUfDUVJv2HAhW6mugVQLigM8wEgUJXmbzq0HWA1LvjwD2ikXwjAn3AojNr27-5FBQWQ1yY-2DtrQ-3D-3D-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=adUl2mC5XZpkSPQTGvQl-qCtngeHD9IzCDKkZxjmVKc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001gYq0XqhSG0Paedgwy4XKMnq9jUz0oWI7rPhQDYbpAomBb-2DH-2DejbZIg-5FU43hOWhmaONpNcPfbCSxMGP-2D-2D8tr-2D5xdJN1jAq3-5Ffmus9fUGVRCd9GHTHAnmXT35JnlCL7n-2DhqM5BDdCSA7qA-2D6mH1j9zf6qazpADTVZ-2DVTtmElPpyrnnu2q0sf-2DvI5YZcCzpaQXD-26c-3D-2DUYJPPA23n4zr36SOHx3WvK9FbngMRKDZC3MmkEeQrm7SMcuFCxt9A-3D-3D-26ch-3DChas84iQIbOV4OC1bU-2Dm85SQGwMHC-2DtOV-5FaYXpM0BGoa1tKrXLaEmg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=n5qqLwg6KgZQ_cII_87c5fzvnHql1OGEPaR7PA6EsFw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.constantcontact.com_legal_about-2Dconstant-2Dcontact&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=MX0pvO6ZhjdERAmGpOfq5gSH0yMTxy0t7vCKDRXj1Uc&e=
mailto:tony.buffington@loudoun.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.constantcontact.com_index.jsp-3Fcc-3Dnge-26rmc-3DVF19-5F3GE&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=90RcqtBlJv4E6uL9wpSK0NLxwDnimHfrAq5W8K-d4XQ&s=r--GJXA42vRn6_JwklFAiTWfcjiMwuCbrt7qgQSeRD0&e=
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